
 
 

Media, Public Communication and Statements 
Policy 
  

Application 
 

All members of the Paediatric Society of New Zealand 
  

Purpose 
 

To direct members when commenting publicly on behalf of PSNZ, particularly to the 
media. 
  

Policy 
 

1.   Members of the PSNZ could comment publicly in one of three roles: 

a) As a professional commenting publicly on a matter related to their area of 

research and expertise and their role as a member of the PSNZ 

  

b) As a subject matter expert commenting publicly on a matter related to their 

area of expertise 

 

c) As a private individual commenting publicly about matters not related to their 

area of expertise. 

 

2.   When commenting in roles b) and c) above it should be made clear that the 

comments are not made on behalf of PSNZ. The rest of this policy does not however 

apply to these circumstances.  

3. Whenever commenting publicly on behalf of PSNZ (role a) above), PSNZ members 

must clearly identify their role and, if possible, mention they are a member of the 

Society. 

4.   Such communications must be within the law and implicitly, or preferably explicitly, 

refer to their recognised area of research and expertise. 

 



5.   Prior to responding to media queries, PSNZ members are to inform the PSNZ 

Communications Manager.   

 

6.   Where the PSNZ member and/or the Communications Manager is unsure of the 

legality or appropriateness of any intended communication then the Executive team is to 

be consulted prior to issuing the communication. 

  

  

Media liaison 

 

7.   The PSNZ Communications Manager is responsible for the writing, approval and 

distribution of all PSNZ media releases, as well as liaising with relevant journalists, and 

is available to assist with media liaison. 

 

8.   PSNZ members who have established good working relationships with the media 

within their areas of expertise are encouraged to use these contacts to foster further 

community engagement with the Society. 

 

9.   PSNZ members who are in contact with the media in their role as an academic or 

other expert should, to the best of their ability, ensure the Society is mentioned, 

featured or otherwise acknowledged. 

 

10.   Members who become aware of issues or potential issues that could lead to adverse 

commentary about the Society or impact the Society’s reputation negatively must 

contact the Communications Manager [email ally.clelland@paediatrics.org.nz] as soon as 

possible. 
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